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MINISTER FOR PLANNING — CONFLICT OF INTEREST —  

MIDLAND RAILWAY WORKSHOPS DEVELOPMENT 

113. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Planning: 

I refer to the minister’s role in deciding to provide funding to the Midland Redevelopment Authority for the 

Midland railway workshops development and other developments in Midland.  

(1) Given the minister’s ownership of a property in Woodbridge Lakes, which is part of the Midland 

railway workshops precinct, did he excuse himself from any cabinet deliberations or other decisions as 

required by section 8 of the Ministerial Code of Conduct?  

(2) Did the minister inform the Premier of a conflict of interest relating to his property, which abuts the 

workshops development, as required by section 8 of the Ministerial Code of Conduct; and, if so, what 

was the Premier’s advice?  

(3) Does the minister deny that the value of his property in Woodbridge Lakes will rise as a result of the 

workshops development, constituting a direct and actual conflict of interest?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1)–(3) I think the member for Perth is drawing a very long bow over any conflict of interest or, indeed, any 

perceived conflict of interest in relation to the area which was covered by the former Midland 

Redevelopment Authority and which is now covered by the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Which you created. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Yes, we put legislation through Parliament to establish the Metropolitan Redevelopment 

Authority. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: And cabinet? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I am pleased to say that it was supported by the opposition. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Was it a cabinet decision? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Of course there was a cabinet decision to introduce legislation. The previous coalition 

government established the Midland Redevelopment Authority. It took effect from 1 January 2000, also with 

bipartisan support, and was supported by the opposition when it was in government and since. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: So you were in cabinet before you bought the property. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: For goodness sake! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member is going to the bottom of the barrel. I think it was reasonable for him to have 

raised the issue that he raised earlier this week. I quite reasonably and honestly explained all the circumstances 

and the reasons for which decisions were made. 

The fact is that I live in the area to which the member for Perth has referred. I live not far from my electorate of 

Kalamunda, but I actually live in the electorate of the member for Midland. I have taken a very strong 

professional interest as a member of Parliament and as an eastern metropolitan member of the Western 

Australian Parliament in encouraging development in the eastern metropolitan area, and specifically in the 

Midland region, for very good reason. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: You’re funnelling money into it. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I live in that area. No particular decision has been taken that I can recall since I have been 

minister that has had any direct effect on me in any way whatsoever. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: You don’t understand conflicts of interest. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, if you wish to ask a supplementary question, there is a process involved in 

doing that. You know I tolerate some interjection, particularly from the person who has asked the question. I 

have tolerated enough to this point and I ask you to stop interjecting. If you wish to ask a question after the 

minister has taken his seat, I will enable you to do that. 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: Obviously, I have an interest in what happens broadly in that area in common with all the 

other residents of the area. The development that has been undertaken was initiated by the previous coalition 

government and continued by the Labor government. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Do you live on the former railway workshops site? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I have given you an instruction previously. I am not going to give you a 

supplementary question at this point. I will enable the minister to answer the rest of the question and that will be 

it. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do not know where the member for Perth lives specifically, but I presume he lives in Western 

Australia. He is involved in decisions and legislation — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: I am not a minister making financial contributions. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, it is not a good idea. I formally call you to order for the first time today. I 

will sit down and give the call to somebody else. 

 


